
GENERAL INTRODUCTION 

A description of the Mishnah-though in itself naturally the older 
portion of the Talmud-is better dealt with by a characterization of the 
Talmud as a whole of which the Mishnah forms a part. So much has 
been written on the subject that it is unnecessary here to give anything 
more than a clear and succinct summary of the essential details. 

The appellation Talmud (tin??) means literally 'study', and it 
embodies the mental labours, opinions and teachings of the ancient 
Jewish scholars in expounding and developing the religious and civil 
laws of the Bible during a period of some eight centuries (from 300 B.C.E. 
to 500 C.E.). 

TheTalmud includes two distinct elements, Halachah (n???), 'lawy, 
and Agadah (N???), 'narrative' (containing history, stories, fables, 
legends, prayers, meditations, reflexions, religious discourses, exegetical 
remarks, allegory, ethical, moral and metaphysical teachings and maxims, 
theosophical and philosophical discussions, and scientific observations of 
anatomical, anthropological, ethnographical, physiological, medical, 
physical, astronomical and mathematical character). 

I t  is to be noted however that the name Talmud originally referred 
to thea??? (Gemara) alone and it was only in later times that the name 
came to be applied to both the a!?)! (Mishnah) and the S??? combined. 

The Mishnah and the Gemara bear to each other the relation of 
Text and Comntentary respectively. 

THE MISHNAH-;~!~~ 

Authorities differ as regards the etymology and meaning of the 
word ??)! (Mishnah). According to the view of some it is related to 
the word Dl!'!, 'two', and is meant to express the idea that it ranks in 
importance second to the Bible. Others connect it with the verb 3 1 ,  
'teach', 'teach orally', 'repeat', 'learn by heart', and according to this 
derivation the word Mishnah would indicate that its teachings were 
transmitted orally through the generations, in contradistinction to the 
'written Law' of the D??n, Pentateuch, which is designated N??)! (Mikra), 
'which is read.' 

The  Mishnah was first brought into order and arranged in six 



principal divisions by Hillel (President of the Sanhedrin* in the time of 
Herod); this system was further improved upon by R. Akiba and sub- 
sequently by R. Meir. Finally R. Jehudah Hanasi (the President of the 
Sanhedrin who flourished towards the end of the second century C.E.) 
completed the work. I t  bears the simple name Mishnah, and we owe 
our order and system of the Mishnah to R. Jehudah Hanasi. But it is 
uncertain whether R. Jehudah Hanasi was actually the first to commit 
it to writing. 

The language of the Mishnah isNew Hebrew (I!??? N?? or a'??? lia'f) 
as developed during the period of the Second Temple and therefore, 
though not in essential details, differs somewhat from Biblical Hebrew, 
because the Aramaic dialects had by then supplanted Hebrew as the 

i language of everyday common life and the ancient classical Hebrew was 
employed and cultivated by the a'8?4 f'Sagesl)'for legal and liturgical 
purposes only. The Mishnah contains many new terms and phrases, 

l and new grammatical constructions and syntactical forms to supply the 
demand for new objects and ideas and for legal dialectics. Use was 
made of Biblical words and roots to create new words, and where these 
were inadequate for the huge demand, recourse was naturally had to the 
dominating languages (Aramaic mainly, but also some Latin, Greek and 
Persian). As the Mishnah was at first transmitted orally and had thus 
to be committed to memory, it is therefore not surprising that such a 
vast volume of material is very brief and concise in style-so much so 
indeed that the Mishnah Text would be quite impossible to be correctly 
interpreted and understood without the aid of the N?? ('Gemara 
  om hen tar^'). 

The Mishnah is divided into six sections, a'319 (Sedarim, 'Orders'), 
and the whole Talmud is thus designated by the term D"V, an abbreviation 
of n'??o aq ('Six Orders'). These six sections are: 

I .  a'??j Zeraim, 'Seeds' (deals with the ritual laws of the cultivation 
of the soil, prefaced by a part treating of the Liturgy). 

2. fyth Moed, 'Festival', 'Season' (deals with the ritual laws of the 
Sabbath, Festivals and Fasts). 

3. asit'! Nasltim, 'Women' (deals with the ritual laws of family life, 
marriage and divorce). 

4. T?'!f Nezikin, 'Damages' (deals with civil and criminal law; the 
Government). 

5. a'lt'?? Kadashim, 'Sacred things' (laws on the clean and the 
unclean) (deals with Temple services and sacrifices). 

* Also Sandhedrim and less frequently Synhedrium. 



6. nil5P Taharoth, 'Purity' (deals with ritual laws of cleanness and 
defilement). 

Each la?, Seder, 'Order', is divided into n'Ry!B, 'Treatises', 'Tractates', 
each n'gQ of which is further subdivided into P'??$, 'Chapters', and 
every Pa?., 'Chapter', consists of Paragraphs (each of which is called a 
Mishnah, n#l! or~alachah,;l??q, in the Babylonian TalmudandHalachah, 
???5, in the Palestinian Talmud). 

The  authorities quoted in the Mishnah belong to three different 
periods, oiz., n1?3lD, 'Scribes', nilq, 'Pairs', and n58!n, 'Teachers'. The 
a"@, also called??iT$~ n!;?* '@, 'Men of the Great Synod'(or Assembly) 
succeeded Ezra for about 200 years; the nW (from Jose ben Joeser till 
Hillel) stood in pairs at  the head of the Sanhedrin, one as K*?, Nasi, 
'President,' and the other as r? n'a as, 'Head of the Beth-Din', 'Vice- 
President,' and flourished to the time of Herod; the n5*F began with 
the disciples of Hillel and Shammai (10 B.C.E. to 220 C.E.), and the 
titles '33, 'My Teacher,' for ordained Teachers and I??, 'Our Teacher,' 
for the President of the Sanhedrin came into use. 

The term N13, 'Teacher' of the Oral Law, is first mentioned in the 
Gemara, and a 'Teacher' or 'Expounder' of the Mishnah after R. Judah 
Hanasi is termed K?inY, Amora. (A Palestinian Amora had also the 
title '33, but the Babylonian was called a'! or 'Q). 

I THE GEMARA-K7nI T T :  

The term K??? is derived from the verb yh$, komplete,' 'supplement,' 
'settle,' 'decide,' 'teach.' 

There are two compilations of the Gemara, the '??a 'ln?m, 'Baby- 
lonian Talmud', and the 'P?%  in?^, Palestinian (or Jerusalem) 
Talmud, differing from each other in language and content, but the 
Mishnah Text in both is the same with but occasional slight variations. 
The former was compiled in Babylon (in the Academies of Nehardea, 
Sura and Pumbeditha) and the latter in the Palestinian Academies 
(Tiberias, Sepphoris qnd Caesarea). The Babylonian Talmud is fuller, 
couched in less difficult style and is more thorough in its discussions and 
details, and has therefore been accepted as authoritative to such an 
extent that the study of the Palestinian Talmud has been almost entirely 
neglected except by very few eminent scholars. 

I 
*Grammaticaily more correct n?!?. 
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THE nln>Qn, . . TRACTATES (or TREATISES), 

OF THE TALMUD 

* No N!?! in the Babylonian Talmud. 
Q No N??! in the Palestinian Talmud. 

9 4 Not treated at all in the Palestinian Talmud. 

I. a'?! 179, Order Seeds 

1. nb?? Benedictions, Prayers (Liturgical rules). 
2. * n$2? Corner (corners and gleanings of fields; forgotten 

sheaves; olives and grapes left for poor) [Leviticus 19, 9,  
10; Deuteronomy 24, 19, 211. 

3. * Doubtfully Tithed (produce bought from those suspected 
of not having tithed it). 

4. * Mixtures (prohibited mixtures in animals, plants, 
garments) [Leviticus 19, 19; Deuteronomy 22, 9, 111. 

5. * n'y'?w Sabbatical Year [Exodus 23, 11; Leviticus 25,2 to 7, 
20 to 22; Deuteronomy 15, 1 to 111. 

6. * nkl? Heave Offerings [Numbers 18, 8, 12, 24, 26; Deute- 
ronomy 18, 41. 

7. * n%?n Tithes [Leviticus 21, 3 to 33; Numbers 18,21 to 261. 
8. *'!@ YPyI? Second Tithe [Leviticus 27, 30; Deuteronomy 14, 22 to 

29, 26, 121. 
9. * Dough (portion for priests) [Numbers 15, 18 to 211. 

10. * Uncircumcised (fruits of trees during first four years 
after planting) [Leviticus 19, 23, 24, 251. 

11. * n?W First Fruits (to be brought to the Temple; herma- 
phrodites) [Exodus 23, 19; Deuteronomy 26, 1 to 111. 

11. '?!in 7'9, Order Festivals 

1. n?'l' Sabbath (labours prohibited on Sabbath). 
2. raS1?! Combinations (extension of Sabbath boundaries). 
3. a'??? Passover (Passover laws; Paschal lamb). 
4. * a?'~'! Shekels (half-shekel Temple tax) [Exodus 30, 12 to 161. 
5. X?i' The Day (Day of Atonement laws) [Lewiticus 16, 3 to 

34; Numbers 29, 7 to 11). 
6. fi?qD Tabernacle (Feast of Tabernacles laws) [Leviticus 23, 34, 

35, 36, 421. 
7. aY3 Egg, or pi', Holyday (labours prohibited on Festivals), 

[Exodus 12, 16; Leviticus 23, 7, 3, 21, 25, 35, 361. 
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8. n!rf'g v K i  New Year (New Year laws) [Leviticus 23, 24; Numbers 
29,1]. 

9. n'!% Fast (public fasts). 
10. 3?'?~ Scroll (reading of Book pf Esther on Purim). 
I I. ?l?? '??in Minor Festival (7YlBg +ln, 'Intervening Days'of Passover 

and Feast of Tabernacles). 
12. Festival Offering (private offerings on Passover, Feast 

of Weeks and Feast of Tabernacles) [Exodus 23, 14; 
Deuteronomy 16, 16, 171. 

111. n"$ Y E ,  Order Women 

1. "in?: Sisters-in-Law (Levirate Marriage) [Leviticus 18, 18; 
Deuteronomy 25, 5 to 101. 

2. nlnln? Marriage Deeds (dower, marriage settlements). 
3. Vows [Numbers 30, 3 to 161. 
4. l'!! Nazarite [Numbers 6, 2 to 211. 
5. nt?io Wife suspected of adultery [Numbers 5, 11 to 311. 
6. 7% Divorces [Deuteronomy 24, 1 to 51. 
7. l"4'97? Betrothals. 

IV. 1'R'?) la?, Order Damages 

1. K?I?K?? First Gate (damages, injuries) [Exodus 21, 28 to 37, 
22, 1 to 61. 

2.H?'YPK?? Middle Gate (found property; trust; buying, selling; 
lending, hiring, renting) [Deuteronomy 22, 1 to 4; Exodus 
22,6 to 14; Leviticus 25,14; Exodus 22,24,25,26; Leviticus 
25, 35, 36, 371. 

3. N?9?. K?? Last Gate (real estate; commerce; hereditary succession) 
[Numbers 27, 7 to 111. 

4. 7f178ha Courts (courts; capital crime punishment). 
5. niV? Stripes (false witnesses; cities of refuge; crimes punishable 

by stripes) [Deuteronomy 19,16 to 19; Numbers 35,lO to 
32; Deuteronomy 19, 1 to 131. 

6. niys'? Oaths [Leviticus 5, 4, 5, 21, 22; Exodus 22, 6 to 101. 
7. 5 ni57Y Testimonies 
8. "?r T i I y  Idolatry 
9. $0 nil? (Ethics of the) Fathers 

10. ni'?in Decisions (erroneous decisions and their effects) 
[Leviticus 4 and 51. 
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The Babylonian Talmud appends to this Order these 
seven Tractates of later or extra-canonical origin. 

a. I?! '$37 ni3b (Ethics of the) Fathers by R. Nathan 
(Extension of nbb, Ethics of the 
Fathers). 

b. a"@ Scribes (writing of the Scrolls of the 
Pentateuch and the Book of Esther; 
Masoretic grammatical rules; liturgical 
rules). 

c. 'n?? 5:s Mourning, or "in??, Joys (burial; 
mourning). 

d. "2 Bride (chastity). 
e. K33 Y?$ 712 Conduct (Major Treatise) (pro- 

hibited marriages; religious, ethical, 
social teachings). 

f.  N$'n y1$7??. Conduct (Minor Treatise) (ethical 
and social teachings). 

g. ~i'7$;1??5 Chapter on Peace. ' 

V. a't??? 179, Order of Sacred Things 

1. 5 9 P'"' Sacrifices [Leviticus 1 to 41. 
2. 5 5 nin!? Meat-Offerings (meat and drink offerings) [Leviticus2]. 
3 .  $ 9  ,l'jqn Profane Things (slaughtering; dietary laws). 
4. 4 5  nl'l'$ Firstborn (of man and animals) [Exodus 8 12, 13; 

13, 2, 12; Numbers 18,15, 16, 17, 18; Deuteronomyl5, 
19, 201. 

5. 5 5 I"?= Evaluations (appraisement for redemption) [Leviticus 
27, 2 to 271. 

6. fj 5 z?lB? Exchange (exchange of sanctified things) [Leviticw 27, 
10 to 271. 

7 .  $ 9  njn?? Excisions (sins punishable by excision; their expiation). 
8. 0 0 "?Y$ Trespass, Sacrilege [Leviticus 5, 15, 161. 
9. $8 T'V? Daily Sacrifice [Exodus 29, 38 to 42; Numbers 28, 

2 to 81. 
10. * 9 0 n iV Measurements (measurements and descriptions of 

Temple and Courts; service of priestly guards). 
11. * § §  a'?? Birds' Nests (sacrifices of fowls; offerings of the 

poor) [Leviticus, 1,14; 57; 12,s; 15,14, 29; Numbers 6,9]. 
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VI. nk%' 7'0, Order Purifications 

1. * P'?P Vessels (ritual uncleanness of garments, utensils) 
[Leviticus 11, 33, 34, 351. 

2. * § $  ni'g~ Tents (ritual uncleanness caused by dead body to 
houses and tents) [Numbers 19, 14, 15, 16, 221. 

3. * $ 9  a'Y$ Leprosy [Leviticus 13 and 141. 
4. * n?? Heifer [Numbers 19, 1 to 221. 
5. * § §  nilgr? Purifications (lesser degrees of uncleanness lasting 

until sunset) [Leviticus 11, 24 to 281. 
6. * $5 nix!R)! Reservoirs (ritual wells and reservoirs). 
7. "9! Menstruant [Leviticus 15, 19 to 31, 12, 2 to 81. 
8. * $ $  j'?'*?'? Preparations (liquids that render seeds and fruits 

unclean) [Leviticus 11, 34, 381. 
9. * § §  P'?! Sufferers with Gonorrhoea [Leviticus 15, 2 to 181. 

10. * 540i'l jqs~ Immersed at day-time (and cleanness acquired at 
sunset.) 

11. * 5 I a??: Hands (uncleanness of hands, their purification). 
12. * 8 5  1'PR'Y Fruit Stalks (and their shells regarding conveying of 

uncleanness). 

I KINDRED WORKS TO THE MISHNAH 

1. x$qFjfi Tosephta, 'Appendix', 'Supplement'. I t  belongs to the 5th 
or 6th century C.E. It contains many ni'??, Halachahs, 
maxims and decisions (and throws much light on the 
Mishnahs) which are frequently quoted in the N??), Gemara. 

2. N$??? Mechilta, 'Measure'. It consists of a collection of legal 
and homiletical interpretations (on the Book of Exodus) 
which are occasionally quoted in the Talmud. 

3. x?qP Siphra, 'The Book', or ngqb n?jR, 'Law of Priests', or x??P 
3'1 '=7, The Siphra of the School of Rab, comprises tra- 
ditional interpretations (of the Book of Leviticus) which 
are extensively quoted in the Talmud. 

4. '34P Siphre, 'The Books', or32 ''7 '??~,TheBooks of the School 
of Rab, comprises traditional interpretations (of the Book 
of Numbers and the Book of Deuteronomy) which are quoted 
in the Talmud. 

5. N p ? ?  Baraitha, or N?"?? x!"?, Extraneous Mishnah, are the , 

fragmentary remnants of lost collections of passages similar 
in character to those in the Mishnah but not having the 
same authoritative value, and are extensively quoted in the 
x??), Gemara. 
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AUTHORITIES OF THE MISHNAH 

The authorities named in the Mishnah (and Baraitha) belong to 
three periods, viz., 

1. n'??iD, Scribes, 
2. nbqt, Pairs, and 
3. n'W, Teachers (which is further subdivided into Six 

Generations). 

Notes-1. The term x!b, Teacher, is used in the x?P!. 2. 1x1 the 
n$?nthe expounders are termed generally '$7, and collectively P'Q?!?, 
Sages. 3. The authorities of the a'l?'la and nil7T periods are often 
referred to as ar3jdx?$ n??T, Former Eldms. 4. After H'@$;l37qn2 '71 the 
Teachers were termed x?in$, a Palestinian x?in3 being designated '81 and 
a Babylonian x??% having the title of 3 1  or ln .  

1. Dr7?j0, Scribes 

~ ~ 5 3 ~ x n * x m  (1 8) and n9nw puvin* (17) fpni7p'oi9 (16) and ~ t u i ~ p ~ ~ l *  (1 5) 
qv5~3x (22) and n5untp (21) t n ~ v  13 punv (20) and qx3r? p m n 3  (19) 

:-xnmi 558 (23) 
and to this period also belong: 

.5nunn n n  (27) $#n xn p (26) 13 x33 (25) 151% p3 pni3 (24) 

3. O'Nln, Teachers 

(First Generation, 10-80 C.E.) 
, p n  5x~5nl ~ ' ( 31 )  ~553 p punv (30) txrn3 'n (29) ,5xH;rn 13 x93pu (28) 
tiYnm ~ ' ( 3 6 )  l3-rnn a m  (35) fgn (34) q1ntx (33) .a?n>;r PP x19n *97 (32) 

m n s  ?a> v7x 9xnai~ (39) r?3i3 73 (38) 1 ~ 3 t  p 11nr (37) ,5x+nl p 
l t n *  (43) 19nl;rn P pnrr (42) tllv11i 13 n'ptn p pan (41) , ~ x u h ~  p-~lu-48 (40) 
f l i35n mm (46) t3wa 13 amn (45) ~ ~ i a i p  1% '01~ NX-Z (44) ,;r'l92;r v9x 

.x-rln2 13 ;rmm (47) 
(Second Generation, 80-120 C.E.) 

,pi73 '31 (51) q ~ p n  ixinw (50) ~35igan liunv (49) ,mr.r 5x+n1t31(48) 
1 1 9 3 ~  (55) 4pu9 13 IIW*~X 3'1 (54) arp'ln p xbn -31 (53) ,awao (52) 
bxini p prim 91 (58) q:13;r *oi7 *n (57) ?Nan 13 uwlnl 21 (56) ~oijpln p 
1NS'nJ 11 m n 9  '37 (61) I ~ ~ ~ T Y  p ~ru5x (60) ~ Y Y  p nu5x 3'1 (59) 
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ulnI(65) mpn 13 nq3nl a 7  (64) ,~-rnia -p ]mi- ?i (63) qmr g iw* j l t * s i  (62) 

t3spn 13 n-131 91 (67) ~*533n la3 W ~ K  ] n ~ h  13 n*nnl *31(66) ,nni PTN 
'37 (71) ~n-119 *nM flunw (70) ,]ID;I 13 pnw '31 (69) t~i5i?a# p n%r 931 (68) 
13 ~ I Y * ~ N  (74) . ( i ~ n ~ j p ~ i ~ )  ~ 5 - p ~  (73) ,-N~-I 13 *~i- -31 (72) JU 13 13 pni* 
rllln 13 lDll 11 (77) rOUV la33 Dll?lln (76) sXDl7 73 M'?m ?S (75) +*xj.ll 
~ n - ? ~ n i i f  13 * ~ 1 *  -n (80) ~ p n  p -oi* N ~ N  (79) t~i3p7in 13 YWIZ* -37 (78) 

.i-rn WN P*?* (81) 
(Third Generation, 12&140 C.E.) 

1-711 p pni* 11 (85) ~ ( q ~ i -  73) EII*~Y *m (84) #jxunv* 3x7 (83) * ~ a i t ?  -37 (82) 
9.7 (89) tDlU*blN 13 N3*3n 91 (88) #*Y'IlniI ~ I Y ~ N  -3.1 (87) ,*$*ha 'Dl* 91 (86) 
p N*nn ?i (92) ,L2~*5ni 13 NPln 31 (91) ~ ~ 3 3  p n-rin* *a i  (90) 1011 11 ]iunv 
.Nne5n a1 (96) l s ~ 5 ~  -21 (95) ,?7itw ]iunw *>-I (94) t ~ i ) l i 3  13 ]mi* ?i (93) .win 
*>i(100) m w *  *n (99) .xmn 13 i w 5 ~  31 (98) qi*7in p mln  *3 i  (97) 
* x i  (103) wnn 13 uvln* -37 (102) $Nan p -1ru*5x%i (101) f(1miinn) n-ann 
.*xtu 13 (liunw) (105) ~Nnan i t u - 5 ~  in (104) lxnirn3 WN 3-nn* 13 i r u 3 ~  
pn (109) ~*ln*nn llunm (108) ,*~3->n 13 Nmn -31 (107) txnlrp (]iunv) (106) 
n r l  W*N x3nn1 (1 13) txp-rn -31 (1 12) ~ n n p w ~ u n w  (1 11) ,rmn (1 10) mrna 
N*lm (117) q3n N ~ E I  (1 16) w-r, p n-rrh* *n (1 15) eEt*nni P m n *  331 (1 14) , * j~  
lomha3~ (120) l - l i ~ n ~ ~  pnw (119) ,FaiD 13 Iiunw (118) ~uwin* 3x7 *nN 73 
awn* p pni- (124) . * Y ~ N  (123) I~?>N 12 YV*+N (122) P N ~ D ~  13 i r u 5 ~  (121) 
$an* wsa D U ? ~  (128) qn3n nnn* (127) flxna'pp*D1* (126) ,n*nnnp pni* (125) 

.nqw?u p liunw (129) 

(Fourth Generation, 140-165 C.E.) 
4xna5n 13) * 0 i 9 * n  (132) I O Y ~ N  12) n-rin* 9'1 (131) ~ O ~ i i n i )  T * N ~  3 3 1  (130) 
ti573on pnl* *li (135) luinw 13 YIY~N 91 (134) ~(.unl* or)*ni*p~l~nv-3i(133) 
-n (139) ~ h ~ w  N3N (138) ~n-nm (137) q u *  p ( ~ r y 3 ~  or)itujx*31(136) 

(142) ~5x*+ni p pnw 1ai (141) .piis p i t u j ~  *n (140) ~ x m p  13 urnin* 
-Dl* 13 llu+K (144) ~[juunw* -31 *37 K3n (143) and (142)l 11nn**31 (143) WWN* 

.?niDN 7Pllh;l 13 ?Dl* (147) ~ i l i N  W*N ~ l ? n  (146) rHO1-r 13 Knafn (145) r * j * h f i  

(Fqth Generation, 165-200 C.E.) 
~(KI*?Y or) K*I~Y 13 K%n * 3 i  (149) txp1i~ 13 p r 9 * 3 i  j w  in juunv* -31 (148) 
3 t ~ j N  3 3 1  (152) ('~N*D or) ~ 5 %  13 ~IP?JH *2l (151) f * ~ j 1 7  13 ~ T Y ~ M  N3N (150) 
or) - x ~ i ~ p  p ~ v i n *  n (154) IN*W~Y p Naln 131 (153) 14% *~i* *n j v  in 
9 2 1  (158) +Di3niD (157) tx9wln nnnr -31 (156) ,pjaan) ~ n l - a i  (155) rO~oia:, 
i 161) lnnn* 13 'lru*'7~ i3-1 (160) ,;inn* 11 fiunw -37 (159) tn-rln* 11 *013 

3 i i 1 6  tityja 13 jiunv *3 i  (163) qrunw P i r u j ~  *n (162) funan 
apu* '31 (167) <xn9n 13 nnn* a i  (166) ~ N - b a  13 pnw '31 (165) ~ohwtran 
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.42 ,ann;l12 pn r  
.37 ,'83tll pnl' 

.124 ,~wia' 12 pniS 
.I25 ,in'nnn 12 llnr 

.85 ,lm P pnr 
-135 ,7571~n pnv 
.24,hti  133 pnv 

.I43 , (~n l r  911 n'wr) Tnlr 
.72 ,-N~-J 13 '01' 

.80 ,n'pbn>n 13 'a13 
.I47 ,'nYax rlwinn P 9~19 

.I64 ,ahvnn p '~1- 
.77 ,wn p 'ai' 

.I32 ,xnD5n p '019 
.I58 ,3713' 73 'Dl' 

.16 ,pnr g '01' 
.15 ,~IYP 72 '~15 

.I26 ,N13DSi? 73 'Dl" 
.86,953?,3 3~15 

.57 ,1333 'Dl' 
.I75 ,1512n 7 ~ 3  w9x '~13 

-2 ,3'>31 
.68 ,~15ip2x p 3'731 

.67 ,zrp;l p n?>r 
.4 ,52271~ 

.I ,qn 
.27 , (h~n;r)  llin 

.lo0 ,nPsin 
.I12 ,x?rn  

.I86 , x v  
.96 ,xn&n 

.I45 ,xon p xna5n 
.146,11ix mix xlrn 

.88 ,ailralx 12 x l r n  
.91 ,(ma?) 5x3na p x l l n  

.75 ,xon p xlan 
.lo7 ,9xl33n p x1'1n 
.32 ,a?n>n ]ID xi'in 

.34 ,pn 
.lo9 , v a n  pn 

.I17 ,ywin3 a1 'nx P x-an 
.41 ,]i971), ] l  n'pm p x'un 

.149 ,x9lpv p xan 

.153 ,x.wpu 7s xqun 
.97 ,F71" l wun 1 .8 ,lialra 

.I42 ,(lnlr 9111) n3ww 
.174,322;1 Y l f  

.131 , 'Y~N p 371n9 
.90 , x l l  g ;I?lii' 

.61 ,xT3nl p nyins 
. 1 15 ,V'?i 72 3713' 
.19 ,'WlD 72 ii71i19 

.I85 ,W'pj P 3718" 
.I14 ,3'nnlp 3713' 
.I66 ,xn9n P ntnr 

.I26 ,1333 37 in5 
.I56 ,xwm m n *  
.I81 ,in+e nnn* 

.78,0ilp71n 11 ~ ~ 1 3 '  
.56 ,x9un P Ynn' 

.7 , ? n n i r  7 1  uwm* 
. i so ,915 11 ymn* 

.lo2 ,x'nn p ~ ~ 1 3 ~  
.17 ,N'nlD P PDl3' 

154 ,Pxo i~> or) ~o11p 13 YV~~I '  
.139 ,;rn>p p uwm. 

.71 ,11 P 12 pnr 
.93 ,xpna 13 pni' 
.63 , x y i ~ i i  p pnr 
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.I06 , nmr 13 jiunv 
.178 ,Hnb5n P funv 
.I 18 ,1ima p punv 
.I59 ,nnn* p punw 

.I33 ,(-~nl* or) *ni3 ]a punv 
.I65 ,xwn la Iiunv 

.89 ,on P punm 
.58 hxml p livnv 
. I05 ,*KTY 11 punv 

.I29 ,;1'WpY P p n ~  
.20 .nw p l1unv 

.I19 ..31Dnun punv 
.13 ,i;?n punv 

.49 ; i p n  1lvnm 
1 1 1 , ainpvn llunw 

.lo8 ;mnn liunw 
.94 ,*?irm Funw 

.21 ,1i* j~a~ln~unw 

.18 ,*531N?I WnJ 
.I55 ,@5aan) In2 

.I57 ,DPnia 
.6 ,N'IIY 

.28 ,5xHnn p wapu 
.84 ,Na9?Y 
.73 ,D$'~Y 

.I77 , r R 3  11 amb 
.52 , D"Db 
.50 ,pnr 
.I89 ,n 

.lo, mn', 
.9 , n*5u-1 
.23 ,wnw 

.so, ppn 5mnw 
.70,;1"11~ *nx jiunv 
.I63 V Y ~ N  p punw 
.I41 ,$~*5ni l a  punv 

.36 , (nn9.r) 5x55~ la punw 
.30,55n ;a yunw 
.69 ,pan p liuaw 



TABLES OF BIBLICAL WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 

The exact values of the various units are indeterminate but their relative 
values are known. The values given are only approximate. 

COINAGE 

33n = 850 5?rn [according to Exodus 38, 251; 133 = 3000 ~ ( S W  [according 
to Exodus 38, 251; w ~ p z  j ? w  = 20 311 [according to Exodus, 30, 13; 
Leviticus 27, 25; Numbers 3, 471 ; silver j?rn = 14.55 grams ; silver 83n = 
50 silver jpw; silver 133 = 873 grams; gold ;r]n = 60 gold ~ P W .  

WEIGHTS 

;n l=  0.73 grams; 703 j ? w  = t l t ~ ~ a  +?w = 14.55 grams = 20 8%; an = 
727.5 grams = 50 703 +?PI; -133 = 43.659 kilograms = 60 ID> i p m  

CUBIC (Solid, Dry) 

15 = 506 c. cm.; 3p = 2024 c. cm. = 4 $7; p w y  = 3644 c. cm. = 7.2 15; 
~ D Y  = 3.644 litres = 7 i j ;  ;IXP = 12.148 litres = 6 >p = 24 15; = 
36.44 litres = 3 ;1xb = 10 ~ n w y ;  in5 = 121.5 litres; i n n  = 3 3  = 364.4 
litres = 3 in3.  

LIQUID (Wet) 

~j = 506 c. cm.; 17 = 2024 c. cm. = 4 13; vn = 6.074 Iitres = 3 I?; 
n3 = 36.44 litres = 6 ra; 
-13 = 364.4 litres = 10 n3. 

LINEAR (Long) 

Y3SK = 2.06 - 2.19 cm.; 
nDD = 8.25 - 8.75 cm. = 4 YIPX; 
n i l  = 24.75 - 26.25 cm. = 3 neu; 

= 49.5 - 52.5 cm. = 2 nlr .  

TABLES OF RABBINICAL OR 

TALMUDICAL WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 

The actual values of the quantities, in comparison with our standard 
measurements, are not accurately known, and the accuracy of the comparative 
values here given can not be vouched for with any degree of accuracy. The 
weights and measures of the post-Biblical period are a combination of the 



metrological systems of the Bible, the Babylonians, the Syrians and particularly 
the Romans and Greeks. 

COINAGE 

8 ;r111113 = 1 10-N (or YDN); 
2 1bN = 1 Il37f19; 
2 l19nrD = 1 ;run (silver); 
6 nun = 1 1 r T  [7b3 '11*-11 (silver); = 2~ -1p7 [ m t  'l>?] (gold); = 1 tit 
= 5 1DDN; 
1 3 l D  = 100 tit; 
1 y j a  = 4 1p.r = 2 5pm Rabbinical = 1 5pw Pentateuchal. 

WEIGHTS 

ma = = nun [0.6 grams, 9.6 grains]; 
1137 = t11 = 1'1 = 6 31.1 (= 6 nun = 12 ~ T I ~ D  = 24 l b * ~  = 192 ; r a i ~ ~ ) ;  
a i m  5pw = 2 tit; 
w ~ p n  jpw = 1 u 5 ~  = 2 aiwo 5pm; 
l n w m  (?ny~7n) = 124 Y ~ O  = 25 O ~ W P  5pm. 
m u - j  = 3p5al~ n1n = 25 U ~ D ;  
31n = 3 TD-a~u = 100 tit; 
T ~ J  = 1500 Y ~ D ;  
ppnN = i% (7) a71195 undeterminable quantities. 
jay1 = (?I n l u +  } 

CUBIC (Dry, Solid) 

3 x 9  = 91.6 c. cm., 5.59 c. inches; 
6 nqq  = 1 115 = 1 [33.4 C. inches, 551 c. cm.]; 
2 115 = 1 Nt9Dp; 
2 HPbp = 1 3i7; 
6 = 1 ~ N D  = 1 Etiv?l = Q 21s; 
3 ~ X O  = 1 ~ I D ~ N  = I n l ;  
1 nD3u = 10 ?nu = 10 l n w ~  [240 c. inches, 3967 c. cm.]; 
1 laul = 2.5 N ~ > I Y  = 4 315; 
5 nvx = 1 fn5;  
2 71-15 = I 1" = 1 lnm. 
[Undeterminate: 21-18 = 37YN; XI13 = 3113; ?lln.] 

LIQUID (Wet) 

3laTp = 8.61 c. cm., 0.53 c. inches); 
2 11a1j7 = 1 nliwn = I 81-1%; 
2 nyiwn = 1 n5m;  
2 ~ 5 3 ~  = I n'Yq11; 
2 n3yln = 1 pin; 
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2 inin = 1 YZ? = 1 15 E33.4 c. inches, 551 c. cm.] 
4 u x  = 1 3p [I 33.5 c. inches, 2204 c. cm.]; 
3 3p=1 a?'n=l 
2 r;l= I ~ R D  [880. tn; c. inches, 13222 c. cm.] ; 
3 ;rND = 1 ;lD9X = 1 n3; 
1 no-N = 10 Inmu; 
5 n a - ~  = 1 7nj = 1 5wx = 1 7n3Do; 
2 7n5 = 1 73 = 1 inn [24026 c. inches, 396663 c. cm.]; 
4 n l i  = 1 ~ 5 m  = 1 131~ = 1 phlf~ = 1 ~131; 
4 7n5 = 1 "5 = 1 NO*? = 1 ~ u b l .  
5 n j  = 1 Nt13; 
12 XI13 = 1VIlP)D; 
40 nuo = 1 mpa. 

[Indeterminable: Nn'lnn = 412 c. cm. ill the Babylonian Tnlnrud, 206 c. 
cm. in the Palestinian Talmud; 7-t; Rrn;r = + (?) pint; I~DOIO?; WlW.1 

LINEAR (Long) 

njbp Y ~ Y N  = 1.56 cm., 0.614 inches; 
~nS.n = 1.87 cm., 0.736 inches; 
Y ~ X X  = 5711 = 2.33 cm., 0.917 inches; 
2 YZXX= 1 U9D; 
4 D ~ X N =  1 ~ P D  [3.67 inches, 9.3 cm.] = 1 XtVD. 
3 hDU = 1 m r ;  
2 nlr = 1 nnx = 1 nip = 1 n y o ~  f22.1 inches, 56.1 cm.1; 
5 nDU = 1 nlup nnx; 
6 nDU + 1 YaPX = n$l% nDX; 
2000 ;rnN = 1 5- 11121 metres, 1226 yards] = 1 nsw oinn. 
4 +n = 1 ;IP~D [4486 metres, 4905 yards]; 
lo no1D = Dl* f 17; 
2669 nnx = 1 0-7 [0.015 mile] 

= 50 nas [Mishnaic], 4 ;Inu [Tnlmudic]; ~ O ? D  and D1l in some cases 
are identical. 

SQUARE (Superficial) 

ny>ln ;ran = 1 square cubit = XT5Bll; 
n? = 1044 n ~ a l a  nnx; 

yp n 2  = 4 Y ~ S  n*a [416+ square cubitsl; 
3x0 n.3 = 6 3p n? [2500 square cubits]; 
D*nxo nvt = 2 n93 [5000 square cubits]; 
7nx ng  = 3 ;IND na [7500 square cubitsl; 

n.3 = 4 8x0 n-3 [I0000 square cubitsl ; 
fn$ fig = 15 n n ~  [37500 square cubitsl; 
13 n.2 = 30 nRb n*3 .[75000 square cubitsl. 

20 



MEANINGS OF THE ABOVE TERMS 

.mile, mille ,5*n 
.hundred, portion, maneh ,nm 

.sand grain, maeh ,nYn 
.reservoir mpn 
.division ,nlimn 

.vessel ,ma1 
.ladle, scoop r ~ 5 ~ a  

.mark, measure, seah .nxO 
.swing ,D*O 

.rock, seIa ,950 
.enclosure ,35313 
.sheaf, omer ,?nu 

.tenth , ~ W Y  
.dupondium ,f19tlie 

.digit .xar*e 
.large pot ,ln3DD 

.small change ,xbi'l~ 
.division ,die 

.hoof, Persian mile, parasang ,;~o?D 
.team, yoke ,tax 

.arch, hollow, kab ,ap 
.particle, ounce , K D ~  

.reed ,nap 
.sextarius ,pubi~p 

.sixth , m ~ p  
.kapithee (Gk.) ,xrbD? 

.cut, split ,21u1p 
.fourth ,n*g*ay 

.quarter, reva .ym 
.run, course ,b*i 

.weight, shekel ,5pw 
.ladle ,mnm 

.eighth ,lnsn 
.eight ,Inin 

.third ,xn5*n 
.double arch, double hollow .3pln 

.third ,1n3nin 
.ladle, spoon ,tnn 

.artabee [Gk.] ,avtx 
.ounce , x-pnx 

.issar, [Latin] as ,108 ,'ID*X 
.ephah, batch , ~ P * K  

.arm, forearm, cubit, ell ,nnx 
.small cup ,UIK 

.lift ,5alx 
.cruse ,?DIN 

.asproi [Gk.] ,lnox 
.finger , Y ~ W  

.(see ai-tx) ,a-t~x 
.egg , n0*a 

.tap ,m*ti2 
.daughter, bath , na 

.thumb ,5711 
.bottle, keg ,3..11 

.sand grain, gerah ,a% 
.collected quantity , n13i.la 

.arm, elbow, cubit ,x73n73 
.gramma [Gk.] ,Da?), 

.denar , ilt , i l 3 - 1  

.breath, skiff, hin ,p 
.heminn (Gk.) ,xrnn 

.glittering, zuz ,117 
.sparkle ,p 

.crest, crown, bundle, bunch , 137  

.span ,nit 
.cord, rope , h n  

.load, weight, homer ,inn ,Ton 
.handbreadth , nDu 

.third , in*ta'lb 
.jug ,x1n 

.handful, hollow of hand . mi3 
.heap, kor , i>  ,113 

.cake, circuit, talent ,733 
.gurgle, lap, lick, log ,115 $25 

.pound, litra , ~ 1 ~ 3 5  
.outflow ,in5 

.guard ~xb'lbn 






